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FOREWORD

The men, women, events and places which
are due mention in a historical sketeh of West
Point are legion. Here, a town, and with it, a
history, has been built—in all an intricate
woven pattern, which a small pamphlet embrac-
ing memoirs of the first native of the present
West Point, Mrs, Mary Lipscomb, does not dare
attempt to trace. Only the nuclear points of
the pattern have been touched upon, and many
of those have, of necessity, been omitted.

It iz not, then, the purpose of the booklet to
give in any way a complete history of the early
town, but only to publish the “now and then"
memories of one who has lived longer in West
Point than any other of her citizens.
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THE FOUNDING OF THE TOWN

The history of many Virginia towns ia
similar. Each has its hallowed spots, its build-
ings wrapped in tradition, and names that are
aacred because in the days when men overcame
the primeval and built a nation the bearers of
those names etched them deeply in its lore
through deeds of valor and stupendous econ-
sequence. These towns have grown and become
modernized, but there is ever present a sugges-
tion of their agesomeness, a reminder of their
history, and an atmosphere of unchangefulness.

To this type of Virginia town the present
West Point does not conform. It is true that the
span of its history reaches back to the time
when but few towns had been founded, and
when to live in the new land was heroism, but
who knows the details of this history? Destruc-
tion by fire and pestilence came to the colonial
town on this site, and in that destruction were
obliterated those things which have been pre-
served in many other places, and around which
their traditions cling.

And West Point’s history has been one of
continual change. It has not known the quie-
tude of constancy that broods over many places.
In the “backward look” through the chapters
of this booklet will be noted this quality of
fluctuation characteristic of the town, old in
its antecedents, but young in its present struc-
ture.

West Point owes its being to railroad expan-
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